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 Our Fiscal Year  2018-2019 ended on May 31st, and we are pleased to report the following: 

• Total Contributions and other income increased by approximately  15% this past year; 

• This continues the trend of the previous three years, averaging a 16% increase in 

contributions in each year since 2014. 

Our scholarship awards have increased by  five hundred percent  since 2014, and we are 

awarding scholarships to twenty-four students this year, as opposed to four students in 2014.  

Sadly,  the total unmet need of all the successful applicants for the coming year is still in excess 

of $500,000 leaving a gap in the unmet financial need of these students of nearly $400,000.  As a 

result, BWSF continues to be a vital lifeline to these students.  Thanks to all of you for your loyal 

support of our mission to  “Bridge the Gap”. 

Donations to the Foundation continue to increase because of your generosity, and expenses for the 

scholarship program continue to decline.  We able to do this by leveraging technology, and by keeping 

our administrative expenses to a bare minimum.  Most of you should have received a letter from 

scholarship recipients, describing just how  vital the BWSF scholarship is in mitigating the amount of 

“Unmet Need” that they have to contend with. Unfortunately, the latest figures provided by US News & 

World Report indicate that Villanova University continues to go in the wrong direction in reducing the 

amount of unmet financial need in its student body : Villanova is now showing that unmet need is 

fully covered for only 13.2% of its financially challenged students, a decline of nearly 20%  since 

last year. ( See the Graph below ) Compare that number to Georgetown University and Boston 

College; both of which cover 100% of 

their students’ Unmet Need.  Thanks to all 

of you, there are people who understand 

their plight.  Many of you now give 4 times a 

year when you receive the Newsletter and 

others have offered to become Sponsors; 

still others have donated valuable auction 

items,  bought Mother’s Day Raffle tickets, 

and attended events.  You are making a 

difference, and it shows in our numbers.  

Have a great Summer! 

Joe and Kate 

Executive Director & President’s Message 

You did it again! 

Scholarships For  

Academic Year 2019:  

$130,000 
RADM Joseph Hare USN (ret.), President , BWSF 

  Kate Cellucci, Executive Director 



Creating Positive Change 
Like the boy in the story, you have the opportunity to help create positive change. You may be thinking, how much 

of a difference can I honestly make”?  This is especially true when you think about the massive capital campaign that 

has been going on these past 5 years or the thought of addressing the student loan debt crisis — these are really big 

league issues and can be overwhelming, so you don’t really get involved. But  by making even small donations to the 

Blue White Scholarship Foundation you are creating positive change. Just think about it….. One life saved…. 

Educated and the effects ripple through that person, their family and the entire ‘Nova community at large.  

One Small Change Can Make a Huge Difference 
It’s amazing how even a small change can make a big difference. By changing from an Annual Gift of $100 to a 

Monthly Gift of $20 your contribution will more than double to $240 per year. We are asking all of our donors to 

consider switching to monthly credit card gift as a way to raise more scholarship monies in a gentle manner. Now 

imagine what could happen if each of us left a small portion of our estate to build an endowment fund. This fund 

would then be consistently grow until it was large enough that the Foundation would be secure forever. It’s the little 

things that makes a difference. You might not be able to change the entire world, but 

at least you can change a small part of it, perhaps in a very profound way. 

Villanova has made us all better people; please think of each individual student 

you have now helped to get their degree by supporting the Foundation. To them 

you are making a difference and I promise you I will keep printing their letters and 

stories so that you too will want to be a “starfish thrower”.  

Making A Difference, One Starfish at a Time 
Once there was an old man who walked the beach every 
morning. Early one morning, he was walking along the shore 
after a big storm had passed and he found the beach littered 
with starfish.  

Off in the distance, the old man noticed a small boy 
approaching. As he grew closer, the man could see that the boy 
was bending down to pick up starfish and throw them back into 
the sea. The man called out, “Good morning! May I ask what 
you are doing?” 

The young boy looked up, and replied “Throwing starfish into 
the ocean. The tide has washed them up onto the beach and 
when the sun gets high, they will die, unless I throw them back 
into the water.” 

The old man replied, “But there must be tens of thousands of s   
starfish on this beach. You won’t really be able to make much 
of a difference.” 

The boy bent down, picked up another starfish and threw it as 
far as he could into the ocean. Then he turned, smiled and said, 
“It made a difference for that one.”  



                  

Blue White Scholarship Recipients 

 Brian Armstrong  ‘20 

Accounting  

Joseph Carmody ‘21 

Finance &  

Management  

Information Systems 

 

Colin Donnelly ‘21 

Civil Engineering 

Andrew Donofrio ‘21 

Mathematics 

 

Anna Dos Santos ‘21 

Biology & Spanish 

Madison Dugan ‘21 

Data Analytics 

Karen Haldeman ‘20 

Nursing 

Makenna Higgins ‘21 

Biochemistry  

& Spanish 

Robby Hill ‘21 

Finance & Economics 

Michael Hirsch ‘21 

Accountancy &  

Business Analytics 

Alley Keresztesy ‘20 

Biology 

Maggie Jennings ‘20 

Finance & Business  

Analytics 

(Repeat Scholar) 



 

Michael Maffuid  ‘20 

Finance  & Business 
Analytics 

(Repeat Scholar) 

Liz                    
Ovsyannikova ‘19 

Finance  

(Repeat Scholar) 

Jessie Malatesta ‘20 

Finance 

Colleen Miller ‘21 

Nursing 

Kellen Short ‘20 

Mathematics  

(Repeat Scholar) 

Giavanna Piazza ‘21 

Mathematics 

Ava Nicol                    
Masseria ‘20 

Computer Science 

(Repeat Scholar) 

Thank You To Our Judges  
Many of you spent countless hours reading, evaluating 

and  the scoring of these student applications took 

place along with the hours spent by the Villanova 

University Financial Assistance Department, to 

determine which students had the most need and who 

would best reflect the values of a Blue White Scholar. 

Natalie Snyder ‘21 

Communication 

Andrew Todaro ‘21 

Finance &  

Accounting 

Saurabh Verma ‘20 

Mathematics  

Anthony                     
Passela  ‘20 

Economics & 

 Political Science   

(Repeat Scholar)          

Melina Mazzie ‘21 

Communication 



 

 

Margaret 

(Maggie )

Jennings   

Hometown 

Fair Haven, NJ 

   Major 

Finance & Analytics 
 

School Activities:  

Captain- Women’s Lacrosse Leadership Institute, 

Love your Melon Club, Women in Business, Mental 

Health and Women’s Groups  

Career Aspiration:  

To work in New York City and then later in life work 

for a nonprofit company. My current internship is in 

New York City for Comcast NBC Universal as a 

finance intern for their Entertainment and Lifestyle 

HQ Group 
 

 

Favorite Quote: “Just be nice” 
 

Extraordinary Circumstances: Family was 

caught in the 2008 crisis and struggled through a 

short sale. Between the three children there are 

over $100,000 in loans. 
 

Work Experience: Camp Counselor at Rumson 

Country Club, Assistant Coach at T3 Lacrosse, 

Care Giver at Grace Hanlon and Food Server at 

Shrewsbury Yacht Club 

 

 

Kellen Short      

Hometown 

Indiana, PA 

   Major 

Mathematics &   

Economics  

 
 

School Activities:  

Math Club, Caritas, Quiz Bowl 
 

Career Aspiration:  

Data Science 

Favorite Quote:   

“There is no normal life that is free of pain. It’s 

the very wrestling with out problems that can 

be the impetus for our growth.” - Fred Rogers 

Extraordinary Circumstances: Kellen is the 

youngest of four children. His parents divorced 

when he was young  but his alimony support 

helped until last Fall when his Father 

unexpectedly passed away. Kellen lost the co-

signer of his student loans and his Mom is under 

much greater financial burden. 

Work Experience: Data Management & 

Reporting Intern at Guardian Life; Office Assistant 

at VU Dining Services and Sales Associate at 

Goodwill Industries 

Meet Our Scholars 

  You are Making a Difference and we can 

show you exactly how and to whom through:   

   Scholars Profiles  

   Student Spotlight Articles  

   A “Thank you” note by a featured student 

 Our goal is to inspire you to share our mission  to “Bridge the Financial Aid Gap” with other alumni 

and your children who attended Villanova. If you think the Blue White Scholarship Foundation  is 

making a real difference, then spread the word! —-Ask others to support our students. 



June Acts of Kindness – Connor Bradley ‘19 

/// 

  In a time 
when thank you 
notes that do not 
involve a job 
interview or a 
wedding are few 
and far between, 
one of our most 
recent 
scholarship 
recipients took 
the time to write 
our executives a 
lovely "thank you" 
note. He then 
delivered it in 
person with a box 

of hand made chocolates from the family business. 

  We were so impressed by his kindness that we 
wanted to share it with you to show you the type of 
people you are helping, and to show you how truly 
grateful they are. 
 
Here is the note he wrote:  

 

Thank you for everything that you do to help students like 
myself and others during our time at Villanova. You embody 
what the Villanova community is all about, giving. The BWSF 
has had a huge impact on my life and I am grateful. I'm proud 
to be a BWSF alum and look forward to helping other Novan's 
down the road. Thanks Again! — Connor J. Bradley 
 

June Donor of the Month– Chris Lucido ’16  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
We picked Chris Lucido (16') as our June Donor of the Month after he donated 
$500 of his 2nd place Mother’s Day Raffle Winnings Back to Blue White 
Scholarship Foundation. To be fair, it was Chris’ mother, Carole, who bought the 
winning ticket in the names of her sons, Chris and Jeffrey. This is her response to 
a voicemail that was left to advise her she had won 2nd place in the Mother’s 
Day Raffle.  
 
I got in touch with Chrissy (while at the clinic). I told him the good news. But I 
have to tell you, I said "Chris, I'm sorry, but I donated $500 back to the BWSF." 
His response: "You should have given more!!!!!!" I told Chris that he has his 
career and should "pay it 
forward" even though right 
now he needs it for his 
residency (no PAY). Please 
do not think less of me. His 
agreement to donate the 
$500 is an example of the 
type of person he is!!! Thank 
you for always being our      

                                                                              angel!!! 

                                                                               ~ Carole Lucido 



Since a young age, I’ve wanted to be a doctor. My 

parents always told me about how I would run around 

trying to “fix” people with band-aids as early as 5-years-

old if they were hurt. Although, no one knew where I 

had gotten it from, I was  fixated on becoming a doctor.  

Throughout grade school, I always favored sci-

ence whether that be the environment, biology, chemis-

try, etc. In fifth grade, we began separating out science. 

I feel that fifth grade was a 

very important year for me 

because it solidified my prior 

interest in science. My ele-

mentary school went up to 

6th grade, so prior to going to 

middle school, students were 

required to take placement 

tests for each subject. I 

placed into all honors except 

for science. Although I was 

bummed, I hoped that I 

would do well that year, so I 

could potentially be recom-

mended for Honors Science the following year.   

In seventh grade, my teacher would often hand 

out science current events about various topics. One 

article changed my life. The article was about 

neuroplasticity. A story of a little boy’s brain 

not functioning properly, but due to 

“neuroplasticity” he relearned how to do 

things. This was a revolutionary moment for two rea-

sons: one, I had never thought about someone’s brain 

not working, and two, that article laid the foundation for 

a passion that I continue to kindle today. I became ob-

sessed with this concept and began researching it con-

stantly. One thing led to another and by the end 

of the week, I knew neuroscience was the 

study of the nervous system composed of the         

                                                            

brain, brain stem, and nerves, and that  the brain 

was about   the size of two fists held together ,yet it 

controlled the  entirety of the body, and the condi-

tion the boy had was not that uncommon. I was 

even more engaged with science than before, but at the 

end of the year, I still didn’t get a recommendation for 

honors. However, although my teacher didn’t give me a 

recommendation, my dad overrode his decision and put 

me in honors. In 

eighth grade, I 

struggled in hon-

ors science all 

year, but consist-

ently went to of-

fice hours and 

tried my best. By 

the end of the 

year, I had a “B-”, 

but my teacher 

still gave me a 

recommendation 

for honors sci-

ence going into high school. I was ecstatic because this 

was the first time that my teacher believed in me 

enough to recommend me for honors in science.  In 

high school, I embarked on my honors science track, 

and I never looked back. I began in Honors Biology. I 

dissected worms, frogs, and pigs. I continued to Honors 

Chemistry in tenth grade. Tenth grade, again, was a 

turning point for me because chemistry challenged me. 

I was blessed to have an amazing teacher that spent 

the extra time with me after class to explain things to 

me. Once, I started to understand chemistry I started to 

love it. In eleventh grade, I took Honors Anatomy and 

Physiology and taking that course reinforced my love   

of medicine. In this course, we dissected a cat . During 

my twelfth year, I took three science courses: Honors 

Physics, AP Psychology, and AP Chemistry.  

Student Thank You by Camille Smith ‘20 



 

.As I began to look towards college, I looked back over 

my past. I have always wanted to be a doctor, I fell in 

love with neuroscience, I fell in love with chemistry, and 

I fell in love with Anatomy and Physiology. Looking 

through the topics I found interest in and the topics I 

had yet to learn about I decided to major in Chemical 

Engineering. Chemical Engineering would allow me to 

learn how to problem-solve, learn how to look at 

processes, and differentiate me from the applicant pool 

when applying for medical school. 

 During my time at Villanova, I have truly enjoyed my 

time as a student. Although at times Chemical 

Engineering has been very difficult, I believe that it has 

built my character both in and outside the classroom. 

The summer after my freshman year, I got an 

internship at Janssen Pharmaceutical as an Advanced 

Technology Intern working in a sub group in the supply 

chain. My group and I functioned as a support group for 

the manufacturing of small molecule drugs (pills).   

I  absolutely loved being able to see what a Chemical 

Engineer can do in a work setting. This past summer, I 

got another internship at Janssen Pharmaceutical 

again in a different role. I worked mainly with large 

molecule, specifically growing cells. 

Chemical Engineering like honors science, chemistry, 

and anatomy and physiology has been a pivotal point 

in my    journey in science and I cannot wait to see 

where the rest of the journey takes me.  

  

 

Name: Camille Smith (Repeat Scholar) 

Hometown: Newtown, PA 

Graduation Year: 2020 

Major: Chemical Engineering 

Extra-Curricular Activities:  

• Villanova Haveners 
• Villanova Voices 
• Blue Key Society 
• New Student Orientation 
• Service Learning 
 

Career Aspirations: Pediatric Neurosurgeon 

Favorite Quote: "It is not what happens to you, it is 
how you respond to it." 

The Blue White Scholarship is allowing me to   
contribute more to my education and is         

subsequently taking some of the pressure      
off of my parents. 

We are an Amazon Affiliate 

You Shop-We Earn  

Just shop through our  
website 

 www.BlueWhiteScholahip.org 



Student Thank You by Kellen Short ‘20 

 

My name is Kellen Short 

and I am writing to thank 

you for your generous 

donation to the Blue 

White Scholarship 

Foundation. As a 2019-

2020 recipient of the 

scholarship, I cannot 

overstate how grateful I am for your contribution. 

 I want to tell you a little bit about myself, so you get 

to understand exactly how your donation is making a 

difference. I am from a small town called Indiana, 

Pennsylvania, and I will be a senior Math and 

Economics major at Villanova this fall. 

 For as long as I can remember, Villanova was my 

dream school. I followed the men’s basketball team 

even after moving away from the Villanova area. The 

2009 Elite Eight victory over Pitt earned me 

bragging rights at school for years to come.         

I am the youngest of four children raised by a 

single mother. Money was  always tight, 

especially after my older brother Peter needed 

corrective heart surgery in 2011.  

 While my father was not around much for me 

growing up, he had a very important practical role in 

my life. My parents were divorced and my Father 

lived in another state, but his financial support 

helped my mother and all of my siblings as we 

began college. Last fall that ended. My father 

unexpectedly passed away. This was obviously a 

difficult time for our family, but we did not even 

consider the practical implications of his untimely 

death. For me,  this meant that I lost my Co-Signer 

for my student loans. Although I have been 

working for Dining Services since my first year at 

Villanova,  

 

the passing of my father last fall spurred me to 

contribute more to paying my way through 

college. I was fortunate enough to be offered a 

Resident Assistant position with the Office for 

Residence Life. I moved into Good Counsel in 

January and took on the new position, despite 

having my Dining Services job, private tutoring, and 

a bloated course schedule. I simply did not have a 

choice to take a break without the financial 

security of two living parents. 

 With the Blue White Scholarship, I am able to 

breathe again. I look forward to enjoying my final 

year at ‘Nova. I have chosen not to return as an RA, 

but I will be working more hours in the Dining 

Services office and doing more tutoring. I am excited 

to fully embrace the Villanova community, it truly is 

what makes our school so unique and so special. I 

am forever grateful to my family, no matter what 

challenges they have thrown at me during my life. I 

am so appreciative of the support from our 

organization. It is your kindness and generosity which 

gives me motivation to make the most of my 

opportunities. I hope to begin contributing to the 

scholarships as soon as I am done with Villanova. It 

is important for me to  “Pay It Forward”. Again, thank 

you so much for your donation to the Blue White 

Scholarship Foundation. Gratefully yours,-Kellen 

Our family at Peter’s college graduation in 
May 2018. From left to right, it’s me, my sister 

Kathy, Peter, my brother Bob, and our             
amazing mother. 



Student Spotlight:  

Coming to Villanova, I 

really was not sure what 

I was passionate about 

academically. I was 

undeclared because 

there were lots of 

subjects that interested 

me, and I did not what 

path would be best for me to take. My first year, I 

surveyed different courses in various departments 

fulfilling core requirements. One of those 

requirements was Calculus II. I was not thrilled 

about having to take such a difficult math class. While 

I had always enjoyed math, I was convinced that math 

would not play a large role in my future. 

 My professor for Calc II was Dr. Charles Ashley. 

My first impression of Dr. Ashley was that he was a 

very normal instructor, just like math teachers I had 

in high school. However, as we began exploring 

different 

ways to find 

an integral, I 

began to 

realize how 

lucky I was 

to have Dr. 

Ashley. He 

made class 

interesting, 

and he took 

a genuine 

interest in all 

of his 

students. 

For the 

first time 

in my life, I really felt a passionate interest 

in math, and I looked forward to our class 

meetings. 

 As the semester progressed, Dr. Ashley helped me 

identify the benefits of math as a major and the 

directions in life math could take me. He encouraged 

me to continue to take more math classes, and he 

helped me get into his Calc III class the next semester. 

By the end of that second semester with Dr. Ashley, I 

had decided that I would declare my math major. I have 

still gone back to Dr. Ashley’s office to talk about 

courses, career opportunities, or even to have a casual 

conversation about sports.  

 Since becoming a math major, I have had the 

opportunity to become further involved in department 

activities as the president of the math club. One of my 

favorite things about working with the math club is 

having the chance to interact with underclassmen who 

also feel a passion for math. I love to discuss the 

possibilities of being a math major, and I hope to share 

my experiences with them. It is rewarding to feel like I 

have influenced someone in the same way Dr. Ashley 

influenced me. 
“I really enjoy being a math tutor.” 



 Student Spotlight: Maggie Jennings “20  

 

My freshman year was an 
adjustment. Not only was I 
adapting to college school work 
and general college living, I was 
adjusting to being on a D1 Sports 
team. I always had a lot on my 
plate. I barely had time to breathe. 
The first few months were harder 
than I anticipated. But my team 
helped. I was able to adapt easier 
due to being on a team. It was like 
coming into a family. They 
welcomed me with open arms and 
I felt at home. Lacrosse is also 
very important to me because it is one of the 
ways I pay for school. It helps me an 
astronomical amount, but sadly it is not enough 
to cover the ever-growing tuition at Villanova 

(her sports scholarship covers HALF of the full 
cost of school).  

Being on a team has taught me a multitude of 
lessons. Without the girls I play with every day I 
would not be the same person that I am today, and 
I am always grateful. Lacrosse has taught me 
discipline, hard work, team work and loyalty. Being 
on a Division 1 team has been the greatest  

 

challenge so far in my life. It 
demands my attention every 
single day and forces me to 
constantly give it my all. 

In the Fall season I typically play 
in four tournaments and have 
practice five days a week. I have 
7:00 am weight lifting sessions  
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
and practice Monday -Friday 
from 11:30 am to 2:15 pm. In the 
spring season I have weight 
lifting Monday and Thursday at 
7:00 am and practice  11:30 am -

2:15 pm six days a week. The regular season also 
has 16 games. Although practice is four hours of 
my day, I still have all my classes in between, and 
all my extracurricular activities and a social life keep 
me busy.  

At times I feel like there are not enough hours 
in my day to finish all the things I have to do. Being 
on this team has taught me essential life 
lessons: l. I have impeccable time management, 
I am disciplined with my school work and I work 
great in teams. Not only has lacrosse brought me 
financial ease at school, it was my summer job for 
three years. I was an assistant couch to three 
different 6th/7th grade girls teams. I learned a lot 
and was able to do what I love as a job, which was 
awesome. Lacrosse at Villanova is one of the 
reasons I came here. I loved the team dynamic and 
I love my 
coaches. I 
cannot visualize 
what my time at 
school would 
have been like 
without this 
BWSF 
Scholarship 
opportunity. 
Thank you 
again for all 
your 
generosity and 
kindness it is 
greatly 
appreciated 
every day.  

#19 in Villanova’s Women’s Lacrosse Team!!! 



 

 Student Spotlight: Maggie Jennings-In Depth  

 

Wondering if your investment 
dollars into the Blue White 

Scholarship Foundation are 
helping the right students?  

You decide.  
 

Here are Maggie’s answers to two of the Es-
say Questions in the  BWSF Application:  

 

Question #5 

Extraordinary Circumstances.  
 

Please write an essay describing factors 
that have significantly impacted you and 
your family’s financial situation. 

“ I believe there are people with much more 

extraordinary circumstances than me, but none the 

less … in 2008 my parents were greatly affected by 

the national financial crisis, and lost a lot of money 

in the housing market crash. Although they do not 

talk to us about their financial issues, they did share 

with us that there was no more money for college 

tuition. We ended up selling the home we lived in, 

in a short sale and moved into a much smaller 

home. My Mother is an elementary school nurse 

and my Father does cat scans at a local hospital. 

They have taken on extra jobs to make ends meet. 

Our school loans are at a higher interest rate due to 

lower credit score difficulty. My two brothers and I 

are all in col-

lege full time 

and our stu-

dent loans 

will exceed 

one hundred 

thousand 

dollars.” 

   

Question #4 
 

If selected, how will you 
ensure that another stu-
dent in the future can be 
helped by BWSF by your 
actions?  

The idea of paying it 

forward makes me feel 

good! As Franklin said in 

his letter, it does not take 

a lot to keep the good go-

ing. I am a firm believer 

that good, attracts good 

and in giving we really do 

receive. I believe it 

was Saint Francis 

of Assis that said, “It is in the giving 

that we receive.”  

I don’t believe it will be difficult to “Pay it For-

ward” to future students, I actually feel it is going 

to be a pleasure. I love Villanova, and will always 

be proud of my education here. I will do all that I 

can to encourage and support future students like 

me, that did not have the money, but they had the 

drive, the desire and the discipline.  

Maggie #19 is on the left side. 

Maggie –Is a 
LEADER on and 

off the field! 



July Acts of Kindness – Rich Freccia ‘19 

  

Two questions are  
frequently asked?  

Older Blue White 
alumni: Can you help 
get my grandchild into 
Villanova?  

Younger Blue White 
alumni: Do you have 
any tips to help pay 
down my student 
loans? 

  

 

At the Blue White Foundation we are constantly looking 
for ways to improve upon our scholarship program and 
value that we can add to all the Blue White Alumni. 
Bringing in a College Coach seemed like a natural 
fit.  

Rich Freccia is a school counselor with over 35 
years’ experience working with secondary 
school students. 

After receiving his Master’s Degree from 
Villanova in Counseling, Rich began his career 
at Bishop Egan High School in Fairless Hills, 
Pennsylvania in Lower Bucks County. He 
ended  his career in Monmouth County, New 
Jersey at Allentown High School and in the 
Freehold Regional High School District. 
Prior to relocating to New Jersey, Rich 
worked in the Washington, DC area at 
Bishop O’Connell High School in Arlington, 
Virginia and as a Coordinator of College 
Counseling at Gonzaga College High School in the 
District.  

Here are Rich’s credentials: 

• Educational Specialist degree (ED.S) in Counseling 

• Licensed Professional Counselor in the State of New 
Jersey. 

• Co-Chair on the Executive Board of the New Jersey 
Association for College Admission Counseling 
(NJACAC), an organization of secondary school 
counselors and college admission officers that 
promotes ethical standards in the college admission 
process 

• Organizer & Moderator of workshops comprised of 
college deans and directors of admissions for 

NJACAC over the last fifteen years discussing 
contemporary college admission trends and issues.  

• Organizer and moderator of workshops on 
Intercollegiate Athletics and Higher Education for 
NJACAC.  

• Faculty  member of NJACAC’s Basic Workshop that 
trains new professionals in school counseling and 
college admissions.  

• Twice Recipient of the NJACAC Service Award  

• Recipient of the Counselor of the County Award in 
2008.  

• Middle School Baseball Coach for twenty-four years.   

  So why talk about Rich’s credentials? 

    Rich has agreed to be a Blue White Consultant for all 
Blue White Alumni that need his expertise. He will act as 

an advocate  and a resource for students as they 
navigate the college admission 

decision making 
process. 

 “I pride 
myself on 
helping 
students 
transition with 
confidence 
from 
secondary 
school to higher 
education, and 
helping them 
know all their 
strengths in order 
to maximize their 

academic and personal 
goals. My goal is to form a strong working 
relation with student and  parent(s) in order to find not 
just the best school but the right school for the student 
which will   afford the student the greatest potential for 
success.  

After meeting with Rich and his wife Maria at the 
beach as seen in the above picture, The Blue 
White Scholarship Foundation is proud to offer 
another tool for the toolbox of life: Private College 
Counseling by, “ Uncle Rich, The College Coach”.  

He will help Junior and Seniors in high school find 
“The Best College Fit” and also to counsel recent 
college graduates with career counseling. Rich  
can be reached at: thecoachrich@verizon.net  
or (609) 468-5645. 

“Rich, The College Coach” 

mailto:thecoachrich@verizon.net


July Donor of the Month Vince Arpa 

  

 

 

 WHAT DOES   
JOHNNY MATHIS &  
THE INFAMOUS 
BEANIE CAP HAVE IN  
COMMON? 
 
It is always a pleasure to speak to you 

all and even  a lot of fun if time permits a full 

conversation. This  occurs many times when donors are 

asked to be Judges or selling the Mother’s Day Raffle 

tickets or returning calls when there are questions. Such 

a call took place when I apologized for not getting back 

to Vince until the following day . I explained that I was tin 

the middle of cleaning out my parent’s home and was 

frankly overwhelmed. Some how we started talking 

about that day’s big project which was cleaning out the 

basement and hundreds of records. Vince asked if I had 

any Johnny Mathis records which I did. 

  A lunch was set up and I delivered a pile of records. I 

asked Vince to tell me some stories about “Nova when 

he was in school.  He told me how his Father was a 

milkman and that he grew up in Upper Darby like my 

Father– 64th street. ( Vince  claims that the best pizza is 

still at Pica’s -63rd Street . He 

has 4 children and 9  lovely 

Grandchildren and was 

incredibly proud of his 

youngest son Michael who is a 

Villanova Graduate and who 

was in the Navy ROTC  

Program and studied 

Engineering. He now works at 

NAVSEA in Virginia. 

  Vince started his own  Data Center Design, Inc, a 

Pennsylvania company, in 1987 and is currently its 

President and principle owner. Vince is a graduate 

Electrical Engineer from Villanova University with 15 

years with IBM as a Systems Engineer, Systems 

Engineering Manager, Data Center Manager, Education       

         

Center  Manager and Market Support Center 

Manager prior to   leaving to go into the Data Center 

Design/Build business.  Data Center Design, Inc. has a 

portfolio of Data Center projects from the smallest up 

through a 12,000 and a 14,000 Sq. Ft. facility that have 

a combined six multi-megawatt generators and nine 750 

kVA to 1000 kVA Uninterruptible Power Supplies (UPS). 

Its customer base is in the greater Philadelphia 

Delaware Valley and immediate surrounding areas.  

Vince is incredibly busy but still has found time to be on 

the Villanova Engineering Entrepreneurship Board and 

support the Blue White Scholarship Foundation, but my 

favorite attribute is that he sent me a picture of  a 

“Beanie Cap. I had only seen a “Beanie” in the movie 

Animal House and thought it was a made up prop. Now 

how about  a Toga Party ? 

Vince Arpa– Founder & Owner of 

Data Center Design 



SAVE THE DATES! 
Parents Weekend   Football Tailgate 

  Saturday: September 28 
 

Come Meet the students      

 & Benjamin Franklin at the          
    “Pay It Forward” Ceremony 
     Sunday: September 29 
 

Homecoming Tailgate –Day  
                and 

Oktoberfest Party-Evening                        

       Saturday: October 26 
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