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Student Update: 
Our students are 
living through 
one of the most 
turbulent times in 
our country’s 
history. They 
have been 
miserable 
wearing masks, 
but all agreed 
that this year 
was better than 
last  school year. 
Why? Yes, 

everyone  still had a mask mandate for 100% of the 
campus except their bedrooms, but according to 
students it was “ still better to be with our friends.” 
rather than living back home.  The need for social 
interaction is key. The students told me “Everyone is 
sick of zoom meetings and on- line learning”. 
Fortunately for our scholars this year in person learning 
was allowed by having half of the students attend  in 
the classroom while the other half learned on line and 
then the students would switch so everyone enjoyed 
50% of their classes in person. They still had most 
classes still taught on line, but students gathered in 
classrooms and clubs were allowed again so there is 
definitely optimism in the air!  Starting the last week in 
February the mask mandate was lifted. The vaccine 
and booster vaccine shots are still 100% mandatory. 
 
Event Update: It was disappointing to not have any in- 
person events, but we have persevered with our 
alternative– more raffle tickets and you all have been 
very supportive. Thank you. One of the Cyber Monday 
raffle’s top prize was won by one of our ‘22 scholars’ 
mom and we had all new 
winners for our basketball 
raffles. Talking about prizes, if 
you are able, please support 
our last fundraiser for the year
– The Mother’s Day Raffle.  
See page 12 
 
Here is some of the big news. After two years of  
rehabbing my family’s homestead, we are coming down 
to the  finish line. We are going to offer the house as a 
bed & breakfast to our fellow alumni and supporters of 
the Blue White Scholarship, so if you are coming up or 
over for a basketball game or a reunion or conference, 

please give us a 
ring. We have up to 
4 bedrooms and 3 
bathrooms that will 
be available for  
guests. My number 
is (610) 304-3848.  
 
 Heads up– 
Villanova’s 
Reunion Weekend  will be June 9-12. Please stop by 
and say hello at the Blue White Luncheon/ Cocktail 
hour on Friday. We try to make sure we don’t 
interfere with anything going on at campus. 
“Special milestone celebrations are planned for 
graduates of class years ending in 2 and 7, and 
members of the classes of ’70 ,’71”  and ‘72  
 

  Your generosity is amazing. At a time when it is 
predicted by Stansberry Research that 1 in 3 non-
profits will be shut down within 2 years, Villanovans 
stepped up to the plate. I understand that the University 
broke all fundraising records this year as well. 
 

  What was especially exciting for Blue White, is that 
many of you made two donations, one for the annual 
scholarship fund and one to the endowment fund. 
We also had more people make a notations on the 
contribution form that they are including Blue White 
Scholarship in their estate plans. A lot of you gave 
stock. Brilliant move. You received a tax deduction on 
the full Fair Market Value (current price) of the stock at 
the time of the gift.  Many of you  made a gift directly 
from your IRA which can satisfy some or all of your 
Required Minimum Distribution  up to $100,000 and at 
the same time avoid income taxes on the amount 
donated. Every gift method is a blessing.  
 

Donors will be judging 
the applications starting 
in late May. Our criteria 
remains helping students 
who have a financial 
need and a superior work 
ethic. Thank you in 
advance to all of you who 
participate in this 
process.  Please call me if  I missed you  last year 
to be a Judge.  
 
Thank you for all you do.  God 
Bless you and have a blessed 

Executive Director‘s  Message  
Kate Cellucci 



Endowed Gifts Story 
John William (Bill) Jones. Bill was born on 

June 2, 1934, in Brooklyn, N.Y., with his twin 
sister, Barbara. After attending St. Augustine 
High School in Brooklyn, he was accepted at 
Villanova in September, 1953, potentially as an 
engineer. Bad choice. He didn’t like math 
anyway. Almost flunking out in his freshman 
year, he switched to Liberal Arts, graduating in 
1957 as an English Major, on the Dean’s List, 

and serving with still long-time friend Bob Strayton, as co-editor of The 
Villanovan. Bill's first job out of Villanova was as a copy boy, then news 
desk clerk, at The New York Times. He then followed Villanovan Tom Smith 
to Lynchburg, Virginia, as a reporter on the 
Lynchburg News, then the Roanoke (Va.) Times, 
before being hired as a reporter by the Philadelphia 
Evening Bulletin in 1962.  

He was hired as manager of Media Relations and 
later Public Affairs by the School District of 
Philadelphia in 1965 where he served for 22 years 
before joining the Philadelphia Electric Company 
(PECO) in 1987 as manager of Media Relations. He 
then went with PECO’s parent, Exelon Corporation, 
as its nuclear spokesperson. 

While at the school district and PECO, Bill also served for ten years as an 
NCAA ice hockey referee in Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey and Delaware, officiating 
games at Villanova, Penn, Penn State, 
Princeton and Maryland. He also won golf 
club championships in New York and 
Pennsylvania. 

His citations include newswriting awards in 
Virginia and Pennsylvania; election to the 
Philadelphia Public Relations Association’s 

Hall of Fame; National President’s Award from the National School Public 
Relations Association, and the Villanova General Alumni Association award 
for outstanding services to Villanova. He also served as president of the 
Blue White Scholarship Foundation. 

Bill now lives in Punta Gorda, Florida, where he continues his 
newspaper career as a correspondent and columnist for the Charlotte 
(FL) Sun.  

Q: What is an endowment fund? 

 
Q: How much money does it 
take to fund an endowment? 

 

 

 

 

Q: Do I need to fund my 
endowment in one payment? 

A: No! We can accept pledges for 
up to five years, or you can create 
an endowment through a planned 
gift (will, trust, life insurance 
policy). You can even invite 

 



Emily Bresnan ‘22
Hometown: Hainesport, New Jersey

Major: B.S. Psychology

School Activities: 
Villanova Voices, Publicity Chair, 
Villanova  Honors College

Favorite Quote: “Just Keep Swimming” -
Dory from Finding Nemo 

Career Aspirations: To become a psychologist and counsel children with Autism alongside their families.
How the Blue White Scholarship Helps Me: The Blue White Scholarship is one of the reasons I am able to 
continue my education at Villanova at a time when I thought it might not be completely possible. With this support I 
can continue to strive to be everything I have dreamed I can be.

Work Experience: During the past 4 Summers I have worked at the YMCA Lake Stockwell Day Camp. At school I 
have worked as Cashier at Donahue Hall for Villanova Dining Services and for the past 2 years during the school 
year I work 20 hours per week as a Waitress/Hostess at First Watch adjacent to Villanova University. I also, during 
each school break, drove back and forth from New Jersey to First Watch to continue my job.

“I am so thankful for your kindness which 
has provided me with the opportunity to 
continue with my education at my dream 
school. This thank you is not only from 
me, but from my entire family that has 
fought to keep me at my dream school 
and can finally relax just a little.”    Emily

#1 : Shrove Tuesday
Shrove Tuesday, also known as 
pancake day, is a traditional 
holiday that proceeds Ash 
Wednesday. The tradition is to use 
up all the fattening ingredients in 
our house to get rid of them before 
fasting for Lent begins.  Hundreds 
of years ago, when this tradition 
started, the most common 
fattening ingredients were eggs 
and milk, perfect for making 
pancakes.  Today, in many  
countries such as the UK the 
shrove Tuesday celebration 
includes parties, festivals, and 
even pancake races where 
contestants  race on foot while 
simultaneously attempting to flip 
pancakes.

#2:  Maundy Thursday

Maundy Thursday is the Thursday 
prior Easter Sunday. It represents 
the day in History that Jesus and 
his disciples partook in The Las t 
Supper. As you likely know, this 
was Jesus’ last meal before he 
was crucified on the cross.  
Furthermore, this meal is  where 
Jesus gave meaning to the bread 
and wine, which he  used to 
symbolize the body and blood of 
Christ. Today, Maundy Thursday 
is often celebrated by Catholics 
wearing black . Another Maundy 
Thursday tradition in many 
Catholic countries is to have the 
priests wash the feet of the church 
goers .

#3: Picking the Date for Easter 

Every year, the date of Easter 
Sunday changes and can be any 
Sunday between March 22nd and 
April 25th. This is because the 
Catholic church calendar follows 
the moon, and changes slightly 
each year. The Crucifixion,  Buri-
al, and resurrection of Jesus hap-
pened on the date that represent-
ed the first full moon of spring in 
the Hebrew calendar.  March 21st 
being the first day of spring, the 
first full moon occurring on or after 
that date  is the first full moon of 
spring. Easter Sunday occurs on 
the next closest Sunday to the 
first full moon of spring and that’s 
why it can fluctuate dates for up to 
a month!

Do You Know?   3 Easter Traditions in the Catholic Church 



  EEast  Trivia   
1. What was the first Easter basket supposed to resemble? 
 

 a. A flower pot b. A fruit basket  c. A bird’s nest 
 
2. What is the Easter egg supposed to symbolize? 

 
 a. Fertility  b.  Hope c.  Rebirth 

 
 3.   Approximately how many chocolate Easter bunnies are produced each year? 
 

 a. 90 million  b. 60 million  c. 30 million 
     
  4. Millions of marshmallow Peeps, a type of Easter candy, are sold each year. Based on sales,                       
      which color of Peeps are the most popular with consumers? 
        
 a. Blue b. Yellow  c. Pink 
 
   5. From what does Easter get its name? 
 
 a. Eating  b. The pagan goddess, Eostre  c. The nor’easter wind 
 
   6. Where did the tradition of the Easter Bunny originate? 
 
        a. Queen Victoria started it  b. German Lutherans started if 
        c.  It was a marketing ploy invented by a French department store 
 
    7. Who was the jeweler famous for making ornate Easter eggs for the Russian royal  family? 
  
 a. Fabolous    b. Fabio    c. Faberge 
 
     8. Which roast meat is traditionally associated with Easter? 
  

        a.  Lamb      b. Rabbit    c. Chicken 
 
     9.  According to tradition, hot cross buns are made without which ingredient? 
 
  a.  Salt       b. Flour      c.  Dairy products 
 
    10.  Where will you find the world’s largest Easter egg? 
 

  a.  Canada   b. Scotland     c. United States 
 
     11. What do Australian’s use to symbolize Easter instead of a rabbit? 
 

  a. Koala        b. Bilby   c. Kangaroo 
 
     12. What is the traditional name for Easter egg painting? 
 

 a. Guacho    b. Pysanka     c  Quaresima 
 
 
    

ANSWERS:  
1:  A 
2:  C 
3:  A        
4:  B     

 
                 5: B 
                 6: B 
                 7: C 
                 8: A            

                                                             
9:   B 
10: A 
11: B 
12: B 



Emily Pingelski ‘22
Hometown

Clifton Park, New York

Major
        Civil Engineering

School Activities: 
Special Olympics, running, intramurals, Chi Omega
Career Aspirations:
To use engineering skills to help disabled persons. 
Favorite Quote: 
“In a world where you can be anything, be kind.” 
How the Blue White Scholarship Helps Me:
My mom owns her own business and due to Covid, 
our family income has been unstable for the past 
several months and into the unforeseeable future. 
With this scholarship my family can relax a little 
knowing there is security and I can continue to 
attend Villanova. My brother also is attending 
college so this has a very big impact on my family. 

Work Experience: 
I interned the past two summers at an Engineering 
firm in both the water/wastewater and 
transportation departments where I was able to 
work full time to save money for college. In addition 
last summer I worked as a camp counselor. On 
campus I am a referee/ scorekeeper.
Thanks to your donation and kindness I will be able 
to continue my education at my dream school! Due 
to your undeniable generosity, my family will have 
some peace of mind during these uncertain times. 
My family will sleep better at night knowing people 
like you are supporting my education. I look forward 
to helping future students be able to continue their 
dreams in the same way that you have helped me.

Angelica Garcia ‘22
Hometown

Buffalo, New York

Major
Electrical Engineering

School Activities: 
Villanova Pastoral Musicians, Campus 
Ministry, Filipino American student Association, 
FIND Inc.’s District 5
Career Aspirations: 
To create technology for the medical field.
Favorite Quote: 
"The Lord will fight for you; you need only be 
still.” - Exodus 14:14

How the Blue White Scholarship helps me:
   The Blue White Scholarship is helping me 
finish my education at Villanova with little 
financial stress for how I’ll be able to afford my 
tuition. Every semester, I get nervous that I will 
have to drop out
because my family can’t be awarded private 
loans from banks or the federal parent plus 
loan due to low credit scores after unfortunate
events. I am extremely grateful that the actual 
out-of-pocket payment my family will have to 
make this year will be significantly less thanks
to the generosity of the Blue White Foundation.

I 
want to express how thankful I am that you took 
time to evaluate my application and chose me 
as a recipient of this scholarship. This shows 
how much you care about students being able 
to finish their education and help make a 
difference in the world.

Ourr missionn iss too “Bridgee thee Financiall Aidd Gap””  Youu aree 
makingg aa reall difference!! 
Pleasee helpp spreadd thee wordd 
off ourr missionn withh otherr 

alumnii andd yourr childrenn 
whoo attendedd Villanova.. 



    Danny Lewis ‘22 
Hometown 

West Chester, PA 
 

   Major 
Computer Engineering 

 
School Activities: 
Vice President VU Tech Crew, Audio Head 
Technician VU Tech Crew 
 

Career Aspiration:  
Become a Software Engineer 
 

Favorite Quote:  
“Everything’s got to end sometime. Otherwise 
nothing would ever get started.” 
 
How the Blue White Scholarship is helping 
You: The Blue White Scholarship is helping me 
by taking away some of the financial burden 
that has been looming over me and my whole 
family. The Blue White Scholarship is helping 
me and the ones I love take a deep breath and 
live happier lives. My family and I are incredibly 
grateful. It will help me focus more on my 
studies this year than stressing over the 
financials. I want to take the time to thank 
everyone who helped fund my scholarship, you 
have changed my life more than you know. 
 
Jobs I have worked to help pay for school: 

Bentley Systems Software Development 
Internship 
Audio Head Tech VUTC 
 Villanova Student Philanthropic Associate 
Student Consultant for Villanova Tech Zone 
 Research Assistant 

Peter Nikitin ‘22 

               Hometown 

        Brick, New Jersey 

                 Major  

             Geography 
 

School Activities: 
Sophomore Service-Learning Community Service 
camp; Facilitating, Unitas Weekend, Russian Club 
Vice President, Level, Villanova Buddies 

Career Aspirations: My two favorite things are 
maps and helping others. As a career I hope to 
use my skills at making maps to help people in 
developing nations. I am also considering being a 
teacher or college professor as I enjoy explaining 
interesting academic information to others and I 
love learning new things. 

Favorite Quote: “No man is a failure who has 
friends” 

How the Blue-White Scholarship is helping 
me: Thanks to the Blue and White Scholarship 
now I don’t have to pay hardly anything out of 
pocket for this academic year. I don’t have to 
worry about paying a massive bill or taking out 
even more loans. Now I can focus more on 
myself, my schoolwork, enjoying my last year at 
Villanova, and getting myself ready for a career. 

Jobs I’ve worked to help pay for school: 
At Villanova: Facility Aide at the Connelly Center, 
Student Caller at Villanova’s Phonathon, 
Russian Tutor at Villanova’s peer tutoring service  
 Laborer for Garden Homes Construction Camp 

 
1.   Massimino 
2.   Nets 
3.   Brunnson 
4.   Pelicans 
5.   Lowry 
6.   Jerold 
7.   Michigan 
8.   Georgetown 
9.   Wright 

 
 

10.   Big East 
11.   North Carolina 
12.   Eight 
13.   Hofstra 
14.   Scottie 
15.   Two 
16.   Donte 
17.   Ryan 

  Crossword Puzzle Answers 



   When I tell people that I am a 
geography major their first reaction is 
“what are you going to do with that”, 
“that is a useless major, you 
should’ve majored in something that 
can get you a job”.  These comments 
troubled me for a while, but I always 
had a strong passion and interest in 

geography and maps 
since I was 13 years 
old, and I never wanted 
to give that up.  I was 
always able to absorb a 
wealth of information 
from simply looking at a 
map and see the value 
that most others don’t.  
Despite the question 

marks I trudged on in my academic 
career as a geography major at 
Villanova. 

Deciding to follow my passion has 
paid off for me as I have learned a lot 
in the past 3 years of how geography 
and mapping skills can be extremely 
beneficial to the developing world.  

Through a friend at Villanova, I met 
someone who lit up when I told him 
how I was learning geography and 
how to make maps using the 
programs Arc Map and ArcGIS Pro.  
He explained to me how it’s such a 
great skill to have and how he is 
working in many countries around 
the world where geospatial software 
and mapping is highly in demand.

He introduced me to a team of 
people in India that were working 
on creating child friendly villages.  
The goal of these villages were to 
stop child labor in the mines and 
ensure that 100% of the children 
had access to education.  I used 
Arc Map to create a map of which 

Student Spotlight:  Peter Nikitin  (Cover Story)

This is a map I created for a class which shows deforestation in the state of Rondônia in Brazil and the 
spatial relationship deforestation has with official roads and urban areas.  A map like this can help people 

decide on a area that should be a protected forest for example



 

villages have a child school 
enrollment rate less than 75%.  This 
showed spatial tterns of which parts 
of this area had higher and lower 
rates of education access.  This was 
extremely helpful to the team, and I 
am hoping to do a larger project for 
them as my senior project.  I am 
especially excited to become more 
involved because it is very fulfilling to 
use my skills to help create a better 
world for children in India. 
 I also received an internship this 
summer through my major with 
Catholic Relief Services.  Catholic 
Relief Services takes requests from 
all around the world for mapping 
projects on ArcGIS Pro and 
dashboards on Power BI.  Using 
these programs helps bring data 
collected in the field to life and can 
help developing countries in 
seemingly endless ways such as 
disaster relief, planning, and making 
information more readily and easily 
available.  As an intern, I am 
especially helpful to the program 
because I have access to technology 
that many people don’t, and I have 
the free time to work on projects that 

they’ve been unable 
to devote time to.   
 My main project 
has been using 
deep learning to 
identify and 
measure the 
diameter of tree 
canopies from 
drone imagery 
which would be 
used to calculate 
carbon 
sequestration in 
Madagascar.  This 
model can tell 
people how much 

carbon is being stored in forests 
and show which areas are 
important to protect and preserve 
to mitigate climate change.  It is 
important to know how much 

carbon is being sequestered when 
evaluating how much greenhouse 
gases are being released in an 
area.  This project relies on user 
input to teach the software how to 
identify trees and measure the 
boundaries of them.  I am very glad 
that I’m contributing to such a 
useful and interesting project, and I 
can’t wait to work on more projects 
like this in my career. 

 It’s kind of funny how much use 
there is for geography when it comes 
to environmental conservation and 
other societal issues. Hopefully, 
once I graduate  this May, I will be 
able to pursue a career in which I 
can help solve some of these issues. 
For me, Geography was always 
something I was very interested in 
and passionate about. To realize 
now that geography is also a way to 

help make a huge 
impact on society is a 
very exciting thing. As 
the technology gets 
better and better as 
the years go on, the 
impact that 
geographers will be 
able to make is only 
growing. I am 
fortunate to have had 
the opportunity to get 
a great education at 
Villanova and to be 
able to do so many 
amazing things like 
using the Arc Map 
software.  Although I 
am not completely 
sure exactly where I’ll 
be working next year, 

I am certain that the 
skills and experiences 
I’ve learned at Nova will 
help me no matter 

 Being a Villanova Geography Student and Making an Impact 

Example of drone footage of treetop 
canopies 

Peter using the ArcGIS Pro software 
on his laptop to make maps during 

his internship 



Student Spotlight Emily Pingelski - Occupational Therapy
                                                                                                             

This past summer I had the 
opportunity to work one-on-
one with a child who has 
autism which significantly 
changed my career plans 
following college. I am 
currently a Civil Engineering 
major and am still going to 

earn my degree in that field, but it is not my passion. My 
goal is to become an Occupational Therapist. I am 
currently in the process of applying to graduate school for 
Occupational Therapy. Occupational therapy interventions 
include helping children with disabilities to participate fully 
in school and social situations and helping people 
recovering from injury. For example, activities to build fine 
motor skills might include picking things up with tweezers. Exercises to improve gross motor skills might include 

jumping jacks or running an obstacle course. I am looking 
forward to work directly with children and in early 
intervention to make a difference in the lives of others. 
The boy I worked with has autism and is nonverbal, and 
this summer I was able to spend a significant time getting 
to know one another and work together. I went to his 
therapy sessions with him such as speech therapy and 
horseback riding which was such an amazing experience. 
Being able to experience these sessions with him 
broadened my perceptive of opportunities I could have 
following graduation. 

Over the summer we did many activities such as hiking, 
swimming, and speech exercises together. It was so fun 
to enjoy these things together and be able to bond. This 
experience taught me so much about how I can make a 
difference in the lives of others. To me, working with 
children like this is a fun job, and to those kids, it’s life 
changing. Being able to make a real impact on the lives of 
others is why I decided to pursue occupational therapy 
over engineering. I am looking forward to the next steps in 
my career as I apply to grad school and continue to learn 
more about the profession!

A picture of us eating Oreos after a long hike at 
Moreau State Park in New York!

We got a tour of a fire station and got to sit in 
the front seat of the firetruck!



 

Villanova and Villanova Basketball Themed Crossword Puzzle 



Student SPOTLIGHT Danny Lewis– Senior Project 

My name is Danny Lewis, and 
I’m going into my senior year at Villa-
nova. I’m working on my Senior Pro-
ject with three others, and we are call-
ing it the “Smart Apartment” project. 
The whole project is designed around 
helping people get a better nights’ 
sleep and helping to automate some 
tasks to make everyday quality of life 
that much better. 

The project consists of four 
major components. The first is a set of 
Smart window blinds, which can open 
and close automatically at different 
points during the day at the user’s 
choosing. The second component is 
the Smart Lighting system, which is a 
dimmable light fixture that can also be 
scheduled to be turned on or off, 
bright or dim, and even the color tem-
perature can be controlled - this means 
that in the morning, the room can be 
filled with bright white light, and as 
the day goes on, the light can become 
a ‘warmer’ orange that is easier on the 
eyes. The third component is a small 
Hub meant to connect everything to-
gether and detect the light levels in the 

room. The last part is the 
smartphone app, which allows the 
user to create a schedule for the 
blinds and the lights for each day of 
the week. 

My group and I have complet-
ed the design phase of the project, 
and this coming fall is when we will 
get together and build each compo-
nent and test it out. We then have to 
write a report on whether our pro-
ject was successful and met the 
goals we originally set, or whether 
another group should continue 
where we left off next year. 

One of my favorite parts about 
working on this project is that it was 
student-proposed. I had already been 
working on a set of Smart Window 
Shades as a personal project, and after 
talking with some friends about it, we 
decided to add on to the idea and make 
it our senior project. 

We feel that the natural light 
from the window shade in the morning 
(recommended to be opened 5-10 
minutes before an alarm), in addition 
to the warmer, dimmer lights at night, 
will be very helpful in producing bet-
ter sleep for anyone that would use it. 

Blue light is known 
to be harmful to a 
restful night of sleep 
(especially when 
exposed to a lot of it 
just before bed), and 
the warmer orange 
light would help 
eliminate that. 

With my prior expe-
rience with coding, 
my main task will 
be creating the app. 
Android apps are 
much easier to pro-
duce and I have ex-
perience with creat-
ing them, so unless 
we have extra time, 
I am aiming to have 
just the Android 
version completed 
by the time the pro-
ject is due.  

 

Here’s me holding the automatic window 
shade prototype that gave us the idea! 



As an Electrical Engineering major 
minoring in Biomedical 
Engineering, I want to use my 
education to create technology for 
the medical field. During Winter 
Break of my sophomore year at 
Villanova, I was blessed with the 
opportunity to travel with Campus 
Ministry on a Service & Justice 
Experience (SJE) trip to Jamaica. 
We volunteered at Mustard Seed 
Communities, a Catholic nonprofit 
that houses children & adults in 3rd 
world countries with varying levels 
of ability. The community we 
served has about 30 residents 
ranging from the ages of 8 to 33 
years old. Many of them have 
Cerebral Palsy, so we often had to 
help feed them. That was what 
launched my interest in minoring in 
biomedical engineering.  

Now I am a senior and  for my 
Senior Design Project, I am 
working with 2 other EE’s and 1 
CpE on an Augmented & 
Alternative Communication 
(AAC) device. This project has 
existed for a few years & each 
team aims to improve upon the 
existing design. We work closely 
with our mentors, Frankie, Liam, & 

Devin, who are members of the 
Villanova community with Cerebral 
Palsy. CP is a health condition that 
prevents the normal development 
of motor function, which can cause 
many individuals to have limited 
mobility and be nonverbal. We 
hope our project will help our 
members communicate more 
independently. 

Last year’s design used an iPad 

with 3-D printed keyguards so the 
user can independently type on 
text-to-speech apps even with 
their limited dexterity. For our 
project this year, we are 
implementing an auxiliary screen 
which the user can use to 
duplicate the iPad screen which 
will make it easier for them to see 
what they are typing, and it will be 
able to rotate in a way that others 
can easily read what’s on the 
monitor, allowing for more face-to
-face like conversations. With 
servo motors programmed to 
change the angle of the iPad and 
the auxiliary screen with the push 
of a button, 3-D printed cases for 
both, a 3-D printed tray to store 
everything along with laser-cut 
keyguards, this project has 
required a lot of work. My team 
has also implemented Roku (with 
an iPad keyguard) so the user 
can watch tv and listen to music 
at their leisure.  

 

Me and our team. We worked on how to power the AAC device 
from the wheelchair. Our hope is that users can use the device with 

as li le aid as possible.  

   Student SPOTLIGHT Angelica Garcia -Electrica  Engineerin  



  



    
      

   When I started attending Villanova,         
    I wasn’t really sure exactly how I    
    wanted to get involved. I knew that       
    I wanted to graduate as a part of a   
    group that I enjoyed being a part of   
    and that would add to my positive   
    college experience. The number of   
    groups and activities that are at   
    Villanova is somewhat over— 
     whelming as a freshman.  I had no   
     idea what to sign up for. It honestly 

felt like I was starting over again. In 
high school, I was a four-season athlete 
and I did not really have any time 
pursuing anything else. I played soccer 
or ran track year-round and had 
practice or a game every single day, 
usually including the weekends. I had 
chosen not to pursue any athletic 
ambitions in college and now had all 
these different opportunities in front of 
me to consider.  
I had been in choir in middle school and 
was in a church choir in high school. I 
think my positive experience in my 
church choir was the main reason that I 
wanted to give the choir at Villanova a 
try. It fit into my schedule of having to 
work and attend classes and seemed like 
a good way to get involved with a group 
of people. I signed up with my email at 
the activities fair and started getting 
interest emails right away from the 
Villanova Voices.  There are no 
competitions for this particular group, 
but there are concerts in the winter and 

spring, as well as various other 
performances spread throughout the 
semester, such as during the tree 
lighting and parent’s weekend. The 
Villanova Voices contains singers from 
various acapella groups who are a part 
of the choir in addition to the their 
individual groups. There is an all-men’s 
choir known as the Singers, which is a 
group we often combine with during the 
concerts to make one large men and 
women’s choir.  These groups also go 
on a tour every year which gives the 
opportunity for students to travel and 
sing in different countries such as 
Canada and Italy. 
     After going to the first practice, I 
knew that this would be a good 
experience for me. I loved the music 
and people so much that I ran to be on 
the board. I have been serving since my 
sophomore year. Now I am just excited 
to graduate and I will be singing at 
graduation alongside some of my 
closest friends,  

Student SPOTLIGHT Emily Bresnan –VVillanova Voices 

Le  to right: Emily Bresnan is 
the third.  She and her mates 
wish you “Happy Valen ne’s! 

The Villanova Voices is the oldest women's organization within Villanova University.  Originally called the Villanova 
Women's Glee Club, the group was founded shortly after Villanova became coeducational in 1960 by twenty ambitious 
women from the University's College of Nursing.  These talented young women now have a new name and a new im-

age.  Over 80 Voices now join together from diverse fields of study, and share their common love: music.      
 Villanova Voices is under the direction of Christine Nass.  
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Be our Guest! 

Blue White Reunion                     
Friday June 10th 

Cocktails and Luncheon –Free 

 

Overbrook Golf Club 

799 Godfrey Rd 

Villanova, PA 19085   

Interested in playing 
golf in the morning? 
Call Kate with your 

threesome. Golf $175-
$350 per person 

RSVP (610) 519-0777 


